For More Than Just Sin 

Lev 14:14-18 The priest shall take some of the blood of the guilt offering, and the priest shall put it on the lobe of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed and on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot. 15 Then the priest shall take some of the log of oil and pour it into the palm of his own left hand 

16 and dip his right finger in the oil that is in his left hand and sprinkle some oil with his finger seven times before the Lord. 17 And some of the oil that remains in his hand the priest shall put on the lobe of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed and on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot, on top of the blood of the guilt offering. 18 And the rest of the oil that is in the priest's hand he shall put on the head of him who is to be cleansed. Then the priest shall make atonement for him before the Lord. ESV

Heb 10:1 For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the true form of these realities, it can never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered every year, make perfect those who draw near. ESV

_______________________________________________________________________

The laws of God in the Old Testament that were given to Moses are many in number, somewhat boring reading, and complex.  And like that big fat Jane Austen novel that you went and bought the cheat, study guide for instead of reading in High School, most Christians, when asked about the laws of Moses say, “can I have the cliff notes please?”  Indeed, I personally am somewhat familiar with them and yet just this week, one of you asked me a question that I had to go look up to answer.  

There’s good reason for most of our lack of familiarity with these laws.  We no longer live under them and in their place we have a much better system.  Instead of laws of Moses, we have the New Testament principles of Grace; instead of blood sacrifices we have Jesus Christ.  Instead of Tabernacles and Temples, we have a cross, a crucifixion, and a resurrection!  Truly that is more applicable and more exciting and more memorable to focus on than some 613 laws given to a guy who lived a millennia and a half before Jesus.  

But since it is Easter season, let me also gently remind us that we cannot throw out the baby with the bathwater.  Because out text in Hebrews reminds us that:

Heb 10:1 For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the true form of these realities, it can never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered every year, make perfect those who draw near. ESV

We know that “the law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the true form of these realities.”  We know that living by the law is not the point but that the laws of Moses were to lead us to Christ.  But having realized that, never forget that a picture is worth a thousand words, and the Law was a shadow of the good things to come.  That is, often key principles and lessons that are very true about our lives in Grace can be seen in object lesson form in the Old Testament laws.  And for that there still lies much value in – every once in a while – learning something about those old scriptures.  And that is why we have read a passage from Leviticus.  It’s Easter – let’s look at our text and learn something about Jesus and what His death came to bring in our life!  

_______________________________________________________________________

The foremost object lesson of the laws of Moses was that of blood.  Not a pretty object lesson and one that I will not act out before you today because of the simple fact that if I tried to accurately represent most of the laws, we’d have blood everywhere in here.  Blood was everywhere back then.  The blood of lambs and goats was continually offered day in and day out.  If you had taken a tour of the Tabernacle back then, you would not have left talking about the furniture or the fine draperies or the exquisite furnishings.  The foremost thought pervading your senses during and after your visit would have been that of blood.  The smell of blood would have been the first clue that you were nearing the area of sacrifice.  The sight of blood would be everywhere.  If you had touched the furniture outside, it would have been almost soaked with blood.  The ground would have a dark tint from the blood that had fallen into it.  In Bible Studies, I give people pictures of all of this stuff, and I have even seen mockups of the furnishings of the Tabernacle before and from all this we get a “scrubbed” and very false view of what it was like.  The altar and such was not a museum piece for you to look at, all clean and sterile.  It was a place of death.  The blood of the sacrifices covered the top and were burned with the fire inside.  On the day of Atonement, blood was rubbed on the four horns that were on each corner of the altar.  After certain sin sacrifices, the excess blood was thrown against the sides of the altar so that virtually every outside surface was covered with it.  The Tabernacle of old more resembled the cutting room of the local meat market than it does our church buildings.       

The brazen laver, a large ceremonial bowl filled with water was used for washing the residue of flesh away and so it was a water constantly mixed with blood.  Trails of blood drippings led from the altar to the laver forming a pathway lined literally with blood.  Within the Tabernacle stood a veil that separated man from the presence of God.  Before the veil blood was continually sprinkled across the front until the ground that lay just before was as a dark river of blood.  And on the Day of Atonement, that one day a year when the high priest was afforded the opportunity to enter into the presence of God behind the veil, he again sprinkled blood on the ground before the golden box there and even on top of the box itself.  Inside and out, the Tabernacle and the laws of Moses were covered and saturated and inundated with blood.

Why?  What was the object of all of this?  Why not perfumes and aloes that were gentle to the smell?  Why this graphic portrayal of gruesomeness in the most Holy place on earth?  The answer is found on a hillside in the spring of fifteen hundred years later.  As our text in Hebrews said, the law was a “shadow of good things to come instead of the true form of these realities.”  Here on a hill called Golgotha, we find the death of the Messiah, the Promised One, Jesus Christ.  It is not a tidy death but a scene of gruesome torture.  The ground here is stained with blood also.  Blood covers the crosses and the soldiers who placed those men upon those crosses.  But it is not the blood of goats and lambs, but rather the blood of sinful men and that of the Lamb of God who was crucified along with and for them.  His name is Jesus and He is the Lamb of God that came to take away the sins of the world.  He is a pure sacrifice, the purest sacrifice that is the reality to which that all of the thousands of blood sacrifices before were only types.  And the point of the event is not the cross or the soldiers or the ridicule or the sign that was placed above His head by His enemies.  The point was the blood.  God had not just appeared in the visible form of flesh, God had become flesh.  He had talked to Abraham appearing as a temporary form of man, but here, here God has been born of a woman, conceived in a human womb and brought forth through the natural process of birth.  Why?  Why has God undertaken all of this?  It was not just to teach us in a visible form, because He could have just come down quickly – poof – in the visible form of man like the angels so often do for that.  It was not just to talk to men because He did that long before being born of woman.  The point was blood.  Deity was born of woman so that God had blood to shed.  Real blood.  Human blood.  Innocent blood.  This is the reality of which Moses’ laws were only a shadow.  And there on Calvary the Lamb of God died to pay the price for our sins.  

It’s the Easter time of the year.  And while many of our traditions at this time of year are harmless, yet never forget what the point of Easter was about originally.  Easter is not foremost about eggs and bunnies.  It is not foremost about the coming of spring and baskets.  It is not about Lent and giving up something for a few weeks and getting an ash placed on your head.  It is not even foremost about a cross or a tomb.  First and foremost the point of Easter is the blood.  The blood of an innocent man who shed real blood on a real hill to fulfill the laws of God.  A blood soaked cross.  A face with blood running down it from a crown of thorns that speaks and says, “Father forgive them.”  Blood that brings forgiveness.  Blood that when it hits the ground all of creation shakes and gravity loses its hold and the sun darkens for three hours.  Blood that conquers the powers of the grave and death and hell.  It’s about blood!  The precious blood of Jesus that was shed for you and I. 

Why?  So many people ask?  Why did He have to die?  The graphic answer is found in that foremost object lesson of the Old Testament.  Where you see the blood, you see a reason for Calvary clearly given.  The blood is all over the altar, showing us that His blood was shed for us to get the victory over our flesh and over our sins.  That is the first picture that we get and it is the primary one!  Without the blood of the sacrifice, you couldn’t even enter the door to the courtyard of the Holy Place of worship, because your sins stood between you and God.  And so observe the altar with blood on top and blood on the corners and blood stains where the blood has been flung against the sides and realize that it represents repentance and never forget that it was the sacrifice of the cross of Jesus Christ that made repentance possible to you and I!  And it is His blood that purchased our forgiveness and our chance to come and get right with God.  It’s the blood – it’s what the blood comes to do first and foremost:  to allow us reprieve and pardon from our shortcomings!

Look at the brazen laver, that bowl of water for washing.  See the path of blood leading you from the altar to the water and look into that water, stained with the color of blood that washes the residue of flesh away.  You have just learned something.  You have learned that the blood of Jesus comes not just to provide a place of repentance, but that it comes to wash our sins away and to cleanse us from all our sin.  You see a portrait here of water baptism, where the blood of Jesus and the water of obedience combine to wash our sins away (Acts 22:16).  That’s scriptural teaching from the New Testament and here, in the Old Testament object lessons you find the exact thing portrayed out in easy-to-understand terms.  Peter led the new believers at Pentecost down this blood-lined trail.  He started by preaching to them about the sacrifice of Calvary and then he led them to the altar of repentance.  He then quickly led them to the waters of baptism “for the forgiveness of your sins” (Acts 2:38).  Same trail followed by the priests of old, but now it is not the blood of ordinary bulls and goats, but the precious, forgiving, washing, cleansing blood of the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ!  Hallelujah for the blood of the Lamb – it comes to help us with the sin problem!  Without it there would have been no hope for you and I, humans that fail miserably when compared to God’s perfect holiness.  

But don’t stop there!  The blood of Jesus was not just for atonement, but it came to bring us much more blessings and opportunity than just the initial sin issue.  Come into the Tabernacle and look down at the floor in front of the veil.  You’ll notice the dark spot where the blood has been sprinkled and you’ll notice that amidst the blood is the little altar of incense.  This altar of incense represents prayer and praise and as you see the blood that is continually dripped here, you realize that the blood of Jesus came for more than just for sin.  That is the foremost reason for it, but there’s still yet more.  Because it is only by the blood of Jesus that we can now approach God freely.  It is only by His blood that we can now come boldly into the throne of Grace and even behind the veil.  It is only by His blood that we can pray and He hear that prayer.  That we could lift up holy hands and praise Him as He so richly deserves.  

Think of it for a moment:  the blood surrounding this little altar of incense that means so much.  The blood of Jesus is surely one of the most powerful forces of the universe.  Because it is able to wash away every dark sin of mankind.  It is able to right what has been wronged.  It can handle sin and death and hell and the grave.  And if it can handle that, then surely – surely! – it can handle your prayers and praise!  I’m preaching to some people here today who feel as if God cannot hear your prayers or as if you cannot pray good enough for it to be worth the bother.  I’m preaching for some of you who perhaps praise and worship does not feel natural or normal and for whom such things may seem difficult and ineffective.  And I’m reminding you that the same blood that was shed for your forgiveness and sins, also came about to usher you into the presence of God.  The devil is an enemy that would like you to think that your whispered prayer never leaves the room, nevertheless makes it into heaven.  And he would do his best to hinder those prayers if he could.  But he cannot, because the blood of Jesus Christ has made a way for every man and woman to have their prayers heard and to be able to pray effectively.  And for every man and woman – no matter their personality or past or situation or inhibitions – to be able to be free to praise Him as He deserves!  The blood – it’s more than just for sin – but it has come to set you free in all areas of your life.  Don’t tell me, you cannot pray with faith believing or praise with great glory – the same blood of Jesus that was shed to wash away your sins was shed for you to be able to pray and praise freely!  Don’t believe the lie of the adversary that says otherwise!  He is helpless in the face of the blood of Jesus!  We plead that blood!  We cling to that blood!  My prayers will be answered and my praises will be effective and heard because my hope is in the blood of Jesus Christ, the lamb of Calvary!  

And don’t forget the graphic lesson of the blood behind the veil!  The blood of Jesus came to provide you access to the Spirit of God like never before!  The blood of Jesus came to provide for you the ability to receive the Holy Ghost!  Our text of last week where Jesus spoke of the Spirit as living water concluded:

John 7:39 Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. ESV 

“Glorified” here means “died, buried, and resurrected and ascended.”  The Holy Spirit could not be given and poured out on mankind and they could not receive that awesome, powerful experience and gift until Jesus had died on the cross, buried, resurrected and ascended into heaven.  Let us look at it like this:  it took the shedding of His blood in order to be able to give us the Holy Spirit.  Nobody could receive this awesome experience without it.  But if that is true, then it is true that it was the blood of Jesus that made it possible for you to receive the Holy Ghost.  That blood behind the veil signals that and later scriptures like this one in the Gospel of John bear that out to be true.  Get what the scriptures are trying to show you:  you can get the Holy Ghost and it is for you because the blood of Jesus is for you and that’s what brought the Holy Spirit.  If Jesus Christ died for everyone and so that all might have it possible to receive eternal life, then so is the promise of the Holy Ghost for “you, and your children, and to those who are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call” (Acts 2:39).  

It’s obvious that you can receive forgiveness for sins because that is foremost what the blood of Jesus was shed to do.  But the devil would love for you to stop at the altar of repentance or even at the waters of baptism.  And he’d like you to think, “that Holy Spirit stuff isn’t for me and I cannot receive it.”  Hogwash!  Or should I say, “Lamb wash!”  Jesus died and shed His blood for your sin, true, but it’s also for much, much more than just for sin.  He also shed His blood so that you can praise Him and talk to Him!  And so that you can enter into that Holy of places and receive the gift of the Holy Spirit just as the disciples did!  His blood was for you therefore His Spirit is too!  You can receive it!  You can because the blood says you can!  The devil wishes that he could stop you from receiving it, but the only way he can do that is to get you believe that it’s not for you.  But it is, because the blood of Jesus purchased it for you!  It is a gift that you can receive!  Because of Calvary, God can now pour out His Spirit upon all flesh!  It’s an open invitational to “whosoever will.”  Matters not what your past says or others say, the blood of Jesus says that His Spirit is for you!  Grab a hold of the promise of the blood – it’s for more than just for sin!

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Now we come to the strange scriptures that we read as our text in Leviticus.  This was the process by which a man who had been cured of leprosy could be restored to the nation of Israel.  It involved a blood sacrifice and a washing in water.  I will not linger long here because it just tells us what we already know:  that the blood of Jesus comes to cleanse us of our sin.  Leprosy is a type of sin.  Without the cleansing power of Jesus’ blood, there is no hope and no healing from it.  That’s a lesson for another time.  What I would like to point out that is the strange rite that the priest performed after the sin sacrifice and the cleansing of the leper.  Beyond the dealing with the sin, the priest did something very interesting because the scripture says:  

Lev 14:25 And he shall kill the lamb of the guilt offering. And the priest shall take some of the blood of the guilt offering and put it on the lobe of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed, and on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot. ESV

How strange this is!  Imagine it with me if you will, a person standing before me as I dab blood on the bottom of the person’s right ear and on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot.  This is striking in itself and then if you read further, you will find that the priest goes on to do the same thing with some oil:  applying it to the right ear, right thumb and right big toe of the former leper.  

As strange as this is, it is not the only time that this was seen or commanded.  When Aaron and his sons were set apart as priest unto the Lord, we find this:

Ex 29:20 and you shall kill the ram and take part of its blood and put it on the tip of the right ear of Aaron and on the tips of the right ears of his sons, and on the thumbs of their right hands and on the great toes of their right feet, and throw the rest of the blood against the sides of the altar. ESV

Here we have the entire family that has been set apart to the Lord standing there with blood dripping from their right ear, their right thumb, and their right big toe.  Something in my mental image of this finds this funny looking, but something in the spiritual side knows that such strange commands are not random and not by accident.  

I have preached to you in the majority of this sermon the primary reason why the blood of Jesus was shed – to enable you to be able to repent and get forgiveness of sin and even to receive the Holy Spirit which would work within you to overcome sin.  That’s true and very important, but I think that there are some here who know full well already everything that I preached.  You’ve had the Holy Ghost for some time.  You’ve been baptized in Jesus’ name and you try your best to die daily before an altar of repentance.  And you ask God to cleanse you everyday.  And with the months or years, the story and the relevance of the blood is no longer fresh.  I’m not rebuking you and it’s not that you don’t love the story of the cross and the blood of Jesus, it’s just, well, by now you are very familiar with it.  You think that you know where I’m going with this and you agree with all of it.  And so it becomes a bit of “old hat.”  No irreverence meant, preacher, but I’ve been through many Easter seasons and even heard you preach on the cross a zillion times.  To you I’ve come to remind you of something:  sure the foremost story of the cross is that of dealing with sin and redemption and we’ll never stop preaching about that.  But the side stories are powerful too and the blood of Jesus was shed for more than just sin issues!  We need the blood of Jesus applied to our past and our spiritual man and our sins and our spirit, but we also need it applied to our ears and our thumbs and our big toes.  As strange as that sounds at first, it leads us to three prominent truths:

The blood was shed to enable us to hear as we should hear.

This is what is symbolized by the right ear.  The right side, a symbol of power and of might.  The right ear, symbolized your ability to hear and discern and to understand.  And God said, “after you take care of the atonement and the sin stuff, put some of that blood on the right ear of the cleansed man!”  “That sacrifice will do more than just wash away his sins, it will enable to hear my voice and to respond and to understand what I want to tell him.”    

I’m afraid that many of us fall far short of walking as we could walk and experiencing the victory that we should experience because we believe a lie that we cannot understand the deep things of God’s Word and clearly hear His voice.  “I didn’t go to Bible College, preacher, some of that stuff is hard to understand.”  “I’ve always had trouble reading and learning in school, preacher, so I’m not sure if I can get it.”  “I’ve always been told that I’m hard of listening and that I had to learn the hard way.”  “I’m not sure if I can discern and hear the voice of God, it sounds hard.”  May I remind you that without God’s help, you could have an IQ of 300 and a Harvard degree and not grasp what God was telling you.  But it’s not your ability, it’s the blood of Jesus!  

And not just the blood, but the Holy Ghost.  The priest takes the blood and applies it to the right ear of the cleansed man and then he takes oil and places that oil upon that same right ear.  He stands there with both blood and oil up his right ear and oil always represents the anointing of the Holy Ghost and the Spirit of God moving within your life.  

I’ve got good news!  You don’t have to believe the lie that you cannot understand and that you cannot grasp God’s Word and God’s purposes and God’s will for your life and that you cannot learn to hear and follow God’s clear voice, because the same blood of Jesus and the same Holy Ghost that came to help you with your sin problem has also come to make sure that you can hear as you should hear!  I don’t want an ash on my forehead, I want the blood of Jesus and the Spirit of God to anoint my ears!  Jesus said, “let he who has ears, hear.”  And He died and shed His blood and sent His Spirit to enable you to hear exactly what you need to hear and to receive and understand what you need to understand.  And His blood says that you can receive direction and you can live according to His guidance. You can understand His Word!  You can live life listening to His voice helping you along the way!  Because His blood and His Spirit come to help you live that way!  I cling to the blood of Jesus and I respond to His Spirit because they say that what I thought I couldn’t do, I can do!  And I can hear what I’m supposed to hear!  Furthermore, we learn from this passage that:

The blood was shed to enable us to fight as we should fight.

And let me add the Holy Spirit to this also, because everywhere the blood was applied, the oil was also.  First it was applied to the right ear lobe and then upon the right thumb.  It was a common practice of the day for conquering armies to cut off the right thumb of the conquered enemy warriors.  Most people were right handed and swung the sword with the right hand and so cutting off their right thumbs ensured that they would never pick up or swing a sword again.  It was a cruel but effective practice in Biblical days.  

Once a person begins to live for God and repents of their sins, and is washed in water in the name of Jesus in baptism and receives the gift of the Holy Spirit, then come battles that they must face.  The enemy of your soul doesn’t take to your changing sides too gladly and he comes to oppose you.  And situations arise where we must fight spiritually to make it spiritually.  Persecutions come.  Situations arise that seem troublesome storms and bad dilemmas.  Things are not always rosy.  Our flesh remains, a troublesome foe that never leaves us alone and always nags at our new-found spiritual experience.  Situations with people arise.  The devil slips in with doubt and unbelief and tries to get us to give up thinking that we cannot win this fight to live for God and for His kingdom.  

Listen to me with your anointed and blood-cleansed ears:  you can fight the good fight of faith!  You can win your battles!  You can overcome what you always struggled with!  You can be victorious and be an overcomer as God said you could.  Because the blood of Jesus and the Holy Spirit say that you can!  Not by your might and not by your power, but by God’s Spirit and blood working and enabling your might and your power.  Calvary testifies to us and the Day of Pentecost testifies to us of much more than just victory over sin!  They testify to us that with God we can be victorious and we can win our battles!  Because His blood and His Holy Spirit come to cover our thumbs and remind us that He is helping us in these battles!  If you are weary and a little down in faith and perhaps you came in here with a doubt-filled mind, be encouraged!  You can make it – the blood of Jesus and the Spirit of Jesus say that you can!  God is on our side and the same power that was powerful enough to wash our sins away is also fighting with us in our battles of this life!  God has not forsaken you – trust in His blood and His Spirit – there for more than just sin!  

And finally, the blood and the oil was applied to the right big toe of the cleansed man.  First the right ear lobe, then the right thumb, and now the right big toe.  This speaks to us that:

The blood was shed to enable us to stand firm as we should stand firm.

It was also the cruel practice of the day to cut off the big right toe of the opposing king.  Your big toe may seem as something unimportant, but it provides a key aid to your balance.  King without their big toes were forced to crawl along the ground like common animals if they were to get anywhere quickly and so it was a demeaning act to remind the king everyday of his life that he was no longer the one that people bowed to, but rather he was now the one stooped in permanent obeisance.  A man without a big toe is easily toppled over.  He has trouble standing upright when resistance comes.  He loses his balance easily and falls often.  

Part of living for God is standing firm on what we know to be true.  Paul told us to stand and when we’ve done everything else, keep standing!  There will be times that your faith will be tested and great storms will shake your balance and you feel as if all resistance is coming against you to knock you over.  There will be times where what you believe to be true, seems shaky to stand upon at best and in those times, you either compromise or you choose to stand firm!  “I don’t know what God is doing in this situation and I don’t know why I’m not seeing what God’s Word said is true, but I’ll just keep standing in faith believing!”  Sometimes that’s all you can do is to stand still and wait for the power of God to show up and show out!  And until He comes in His timing, you must stand firmly faithful!  

And perhaps there are situations that are buffeting you right now that have caused even the most experienced saint to think, “I don’t know if I can keep standing.”  Perhaps the storm seems to big or the opposition or persecution too rough, and that little voice comes in and says, “you cannot withstand this one, you aren’t going to make it.”  It’s too big, it’s too rough, it’s too strong, this time.  

Let me ask you a question, “Is it stronger than the blood of Jesus and the Spirit of God?”  Greater is He that is in me than He that is in the world!  And so have hope today and rejoice in the cross afresh because that same blood that washed your sins away is still working to keep you standing!  And that same Spirit that recreated you into a new creature is still active in your life in many ways and one of them is to keep you balanced and to enable you to make it in standing firm!  Get your eyes off how hard it is that that you are facing and get your eyes on how powerful it is that is helping you stand!  You’ve got the blood of Jesus and the Holy Ghost on your side – you can make it!  Keep standing!  You can; you can!  

I have no ashes for you.  I have no man-made commitments to call you to this Easter season.  But I do have the powerful blood of Jesus and the life-changing force of the Spirit of God.  May after this altar call there not be a person here who has not received forgiveness for their sins and may everyone allow the blood of Jesus and the Spirit to cleanse you of your sins.  But let also every person leave here with more than just forgiveness, but with the power of the blood of Jesus and the Spirit of God working to help us hear God’s voice, fight for His kingdom, and to stand for truth!  Rather than ashes on my forehead and a cross about my neck, I want His blood and Spirit upon my ears, and thumbs, and big toes!  He came to provide us the ability to hear, fight and stand for truth!  He came to save us, but oh His blood and Spirit is powerful enough to deal with so much more than just for sin!  Receive hope today by the blood and the Spirit of Christ!  

